
 

 
 
 
 

          
 
 
 

 
   
 
 
 
                                                                                    
 
                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 1, 2025 
 
Assembly Member Isaac Bryan, Chair 
Assembly Natural Resources Committee 
1021 O Street, Suite 5630 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: AB 823 (Boerner) Solid Waste: Protecting Californians from Toxic Microplastics 
 
 
Dear Chair Bryan and Members of the Natural Resources Committee: 
 
The undersigned organizations write to you in support of AB 823, a bill that will support California’s fight 
against microplastic pollution by prohibiting the sale of leave-on cosmetics, cleaning products, and 
coatings containing intentionally added microplastics. 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to support this important legislation. Our organizations share an increasing 
concern about this pervasive pollutant that is found in oceans, rivers, soil, the air we breathe, and in our 
bodies. AB 823 prohibits the sale and distribution of leave-on cosmetics, cleaning products, and coatings 
containing intentionally added microplastics, preventing millions of tons of plastic from entering the 
environment. By eliminating the unnecessary addition of microplastics to products, this bill will protect 
California’s waterways, protect vulnerable communities, and promote safer alternatives, while building 
upon previous legislation.  

 



 

 
The Legislature already acted to ban plastic microbeads in wash off personal care products in 2015 (AB 
888, Bloom). However, state law still allows their continued use in leave on cosmetics, cleaning products, 
and coatings (such as paints), contributing to ongoing pollution. Fourty trillion microplastic particles per 
year are released from household cleaning products alone. These intentionally added plastic particles 
cause widespread environmental contamination and pose serious health risks to humans and wildlife. 
Microplastics—tiny plastic particles smaller than 5 millimeters—persist in the environment indefinitely 
because they continually degrade into smaller and smaller particles. Microplastics have become a 
pervasive pollutant, found in oceans, rivers, soil, the air we breathe, and even inside the human body.  
 
Microplastic contamination is a burgeoning public and environmental health issue that poses serious 
threats to animal and human health. Microplastics enter the human body through nasal, dermal, and oral 
routes to contaminate multiple organs. When wildlife consume microplastics, these tiny plastic bits can 
block and damage organs and leach potentially harmful chemicals. Microplastics, and the toxic chemicals 
they convey, can transfer up the food chain. This can be particularly harmful for human populations that 
catch and consume fish and seafood from our various waterways. 
 
Animal and cell-based studies have shown microplastics and nanoplastics can cause genotoxicity, 
decreased cell viability (cytotoxicity), oxidative stress induction, metabolism disruption, DNA damage, 
inflammation, and immunological response. Women, in particular, may face higher plastic-related toxicity 
risk, due to higher aggregate exposure to plastics at home and even in feminine care products. 
Microplastics have been found in the placenta and breast milk, and have also been found in fecal samples 
from infants, including in the first bowel movement, highlighting that babies are exposed to microplastics 
within the womb, at a concentration ten times higher than adults. 
 
Whether it’s microplastics in our bodies or our waterways, it is clear California needs to act to eliminate 
the use of microplastics at the source rather than relying on clean up once they enter the environment.We 
ask that you support AB 823,  prohibiting the sale of leave-on cosmetics, cleaning products, and coatings 
containing intentionally added microplastics.  
 
We must take urgent action to prevent further harm from microplastics. AB 823 ensures California 
remains at the forefront of tackling plastic pollution while safeguarding human health and the 
environment for future generations. 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Krystal Raynes 
Policy Associate 
Californians Against Waste 

Nancy Buermeyer 
Senior Policy Strategist 
Breast Cancer Prevention 
Partners 

 
Andria Ventura 
Legislative and Policy Director 
Clean Water Action 
 



 

 

 
Alison Waliszewski 
Director of Regional Policy & 
Program Development 
5 Gyres 
 

 
Felipe Melchor 
General Manager 
ReGEn Monterey 

 
 
Leslie Lukacs 
Executive Director 
Zero Waste Sonoma 

 
Kimberly Scheibly​
Executive Director 
Zero Waste Marin 

 
Andrew Keller 
CEO 
ChicoBag Company | To-Go 
Ware 

 
Vanessa Forsythe RN MSN 
Policy Committee Co-Chair 
California Nurses for 
Environmental Health and 
Justice 

 
Ben Stapleton 
Executive Director 
US Green Building Council 
California 

 
Irene Kao 
Executive Director 
Courage California 

 
Martin Bourque​
Executive Director 
Ecology Center 

 
Jack Eidt 
Co-Founder 
SoCal 350 Climate Action 

 
Jim Lindburg 
Legislative Consultant 
Friends Committee on 
Legislation of California 

 
Wes Reutimann 
Deputy Director 
Active San Gabriel Valley 

 
Jennifer Savage​
California Policy Associate 
Director 
Surfrider Foundation 

 
Katie Thompson​
Executive Director 
Save Our Shores 

 
 
Katie McCammon​
Program Director 
350 Sacramento 



 

 
Tomas Valadez​  
CA Policy Manager 
Azul 

Freddy Coronado​
President 
Northern California 
Recycling Association 

 
Will Brieger 
Chair, Legislation & Policy 
Team 
350 Sacramento 

 
Kelly Shannon McNeill 
Associate Director 
Los Angeles Waterkeeper 

 
Patrick Mathews 
General Manager/CAO 
Salinas Valley Solid Waste 
Authority 

 
Wanda Redic 
Acting Manager, ESD 
Oakland Recycles 

 
Leslie Tamminen 
Education and Environmental 
Programs Director 
7th Generation Advisors 

 
Emily Wanous 
Engagement Director 
Algalita Marine Research 
and Education 

 
Katie Huffling 
Executive Director 
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy 
Environments 

 
Ryan G Spencer 
Legislative Advocate 
American College of 
OB-GYNs District IX 

 
Cheryl Auger 
President 
Ban SUP (Single Use 
Plastic) 

 
LaKisha G. Camese, JD CRP 
Policy Analyst 
Black Women for Wellness 
Action Project 

 
Polly V. Marshall 
Co-Founder 
Breast Cancer Over Time 

Rhonda Smith 
Rhonda Smith 
Executive Director 
California Black Health 
Network 

 
Vanessa Barba 
Campaigns Manager 
California Domestic Workers 
Coalition 

 
Melissa Romero 
Policy Advocacy Director 
California Environmental 
Voters 

 
Vanessa Forsythe RN MSN 
Policy Committee Co-chair 
California Nurses for 
Environmental Health and 
Justice 

 
Joanne Brasch 
Director of Advocacy and 
Outreach 
California Product 
Stewardship Council 



 

 
Ector Olivares 
Environmental Justice 
Program Manager 
Catholic Charities of Stockton 

 
Sarah Erlich 
Policy Advisor 
Center for Environmental 
Health 

 
Janet Cox 
CEO 
Climate Action California 

 
Terry M. Welsh, MD 
President 
Coastal Corridor Alliance 

 
Abraham Mendoza 
Policy Manager 
Community Water Center 

 
Christina Ross 
Director of Science and Policy 
Credo Beauty 

 
Emily Carey Perez de Alejo 
President and Chief 
Executive Officer 
Defend Our Health 

 
Tedd Ward 
Director 
Del Norte Solid Waste 
Management Authority 

 
Mike Bronner 
President 
Dr. Bronner's 

 
Erin Brockovich 
Founder 
Erin Brockovich Foundation 

 
Catherine Dodd PhD RN 
Environmental Health 
Consultant 
FACTS Families Advocating 
for Chemical And Toxics 
Safety 

 
Paloma Henriques 
Senior Petrochemical 
Campaigner 
Friends of the Earth 
 

 
Arlene Blum 
Executive Director 
Green Science Policy 
Institute 

 
Greg Starkman 
Founder/ CEO 
Innersense Organic Beauty 

 
Robert Bowcock 
Managing Director 
Integrated Resource 
Management, LLC 

 
Tina Nesgooda 
Chief Operating Officer 
Intelligent Nutrients, LLC 

 
Milena Lye 
Founder 
Just the Goods 

 
Fernando Tormos-Aponte 
Policy Lead 
Just Transition Alliance 



 

 
Leah Segedie 
Founder 
Mamavation 

 
Amy Wolfrum 
Director of California Policy 
and Government Affairs 
Monterey Bay Aquarium 

 
Heidi Sanborn 
Executive Director 
National Stewardship Action 
Council 

 
Avinash Kar 
Senior Director, 
Environmental Health 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council 

 
Peter Junker 
Technical Assistant 
Naturepedic Organic 
Mattresses 

 
Veronica Padilla 
Executive Director 
Pacoima Beautiful 

 
Alejandra Warren 
Co-Founder and Executive 
Director 
Plastic Free Future 

 
Dianna Cohen 
Co-founder & CEO 
Plastic Pollution Coalition  

Joe LaMariana 
Executive Director 
RethinkWaste 

 
Robert M. Gould, MD 
Board President 
San Francisco Bay 
Physicians for Social 
Responsibility 

 
Ben Eichenberg 
Staff Attorney 
San Francisco Baykeeper 

 
Laura Anthony 
Program Coordinator 
Save the Albatross Coalition 

 
David Lewis 
Executive Director 
Save The Bay 

 
Gabriela Facio 
Policy Advocate 
Sierra Club California 

 
Annie Tevelin 
Owner 
SkinOwl, Inc 



 

 
Jackie Nuñez 
Founder 
The Last Plastic Straw 

 
Laura Anthony 
Executive Director 
Zero Waste San Diego 

 
Jenn Engstrom 
State Director 
California Public Interest 
Research Group (CALPIRG) 

 
 


