
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



April 23, 2024 
 
The Honorable Anna Caballero, Chair 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
California State Capitol, Room 412 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 

 
 

Re: The Ending Forever Chemicals Act/ SB 903 (Skinner) – Support 

Dear Senator Caballero and Members of the Committee: 

The undersigned organizations wish to express their strong support for SB 903, which provides a 
comprehensive, commonsense approach to phasing out unnecessary uses of the class of over 
14,000 toxic “forever” chemicals known as per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS).   

Specifically, SB 903 will prohibit the sale and distribution of products with avoidable uses of PFAS 
in California beginning January 1, 2032.   A manufacturer can, however, petition the Department of 
Toxic Substances Control for a time-limited exemption if it provides evidence that the use of PFAS 
is “currently unavoidable”. The bill establishes that the use of PFAS in a product category is 
“currently unavoidable” if 1) there is no available safer alternative to PFAS, 2) PFAS is necessary for 
the product to function, and 3)  the use of PFAS in the product is critical for the health, safety, or 
functioning of society. 

SB 903 sets strong exemption criteria because we need strong regulation of PFAS due to the 
serious environmental and health effects associated with these chemicals, as well as the 
tremendous costs to water utilities, the state, ratepayers, and our health system.   

Health effects of PFAS include cancer, decreased fertility, hormone disruption, liver disease, 
developmental harm, and immune system suppression, including interference with the efficacy of 
vaccines. PFAS can cause these health harms at extremely low exposures, with California and EPA 
warning of the potential for health harms for some PFAS below the parts per trillion range (the 
equivalent of one drop of water in 20 Olympic-sized swimming pools). Because they do not break 
down readily, or break down into other PFAS, these chemicals have become pervasive in the 
environment. Consequently, human exposures to PFAS occur through working in industrial 
settings, the use of products that contain the chemicals, and through the environment, including 
our food, water, and air, that is contaminated from the production, use and disposal of PFAS-
containing consumer and industrial products. 

Virtually all U.S. residents have PFAS in their blood and, to date, the State Water Resources Control 
Board has detected nine PFAS in drinking water systems serving tens of millions of Californians, 
with contamination more prevalent in communities identified as “disadvantaged” by 
California.  This number is expected to rise as more water systems are tested.  In addition, the 
largely tribal communities and low income communities of color who practice subsistence fishing 
in heavily PFAS-contaminated waters such as San Francisco Bay are at particular risk. 

While recent rules promulgated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will serve to 
protect the public, they will also add costs as the state and local agencies strive to remediate PFAS 



pollution.  On April 10, 2024, the agency established a National Primary Drinking Water Regulation 
(NPDWR) for six PFAS, which the agency expects will “prevent thousands of deaths, and reduce 
tens of thousands of serious PFAS-attributable illnesses”1.  While this will have a positive effect on 
health care costs, it will place a tremendous financial burden on water systems, some owned by 
municipalities, to meet those standards.  For instance, Orange County Water District estimates its 
costs to treat PFAS over the next 30 years at $1.8 billion2.  On April 19th, EPA further announced the 
designation of PFOA and PFOS, the two PFAS most widely found in California’s drinking water 
sources, as hazardous substances under the Superfund law (CERCLA)3, which will require 
environmental redress. The designation of these two chemicals not only speaks to their toxicity, 
but also signals EPA’s intent to list other PFAS in the future.   
 

While there are efforts at both the federal and state level to try to hold manufacturers accountable 
for cleanup costs, there will be continued expenses related to immediate remediation, pollution 
prevention, and enforcement that must be considered. In addition, federal actions only address a 
handful of PFAS and current use is much more expansive.   Clearly, therefore, it is essential to stop 
the unnecessary ongoing flow of PFAS into our marketplace and environment for both public health 
and economic reasons.  
 
While, over the years, California has made good progress in limiting PFAS in specific product 
categories, we’ve only addressed the tip of the iceberg.  Nor can we treat our way out of the state’s 
PFAS crisis given the chemicals’ resistance to destruction and the extreme costs associated with 
current treatment options.  For this reason, SB 903 is essential in preventing further PFAS 
contamination of our people and of our precious resources. The costs, both financial and in terms 
of health and safety, are very large and call for strong, comprehensive action like this bill. 
 
We are pleased to support this important bill and urge the Appropriations Committee to pass it to 
the full Senate for their consideration.     
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nancy Buermeyer 
Director of Program and Policy 
Breast Cancer Prevention Partners 
 

 
Andria Ventura 
Legislative and Policy Director 
Clean Water Action 
 

 
1 https://www.epa.gov/sdwa/and-polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas 
2 chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.ocwd.com/wp-
content/uploads/OCWD-Swiftly-Responds-to-EPA-PFAS-Ruling.pdf 
3 https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/biden-harris-administration-finalizes-critical-rule-clean-pfas-
contamination-protect#:~:text=The%20designation%  20of%20PFOA%20and, and%20cleanup%2C 
%20rather%20than%20taxpayers. 

 
Bill Allayaud 
Vice President, California Government Affairs 
Environmental Working Group 
 

 
Anna Reade, PhD 
Senior Scientist, Director PFAS Advocacy 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/biden-harris-administration-finalizes-critical-rule-clean-pfas-contamination-protect#:~:text=The%20designation%
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/biden-harris-administration-finalizes-critical-rule-clean-pfas-contamination-protect#:~:text=The%20designation%


 
 
Jaime Honkawa 
Co-Founder 
PFAS Action Group 

 
Dashel Murawski 
Communications and Policy Coordinator 
Center for Food Safety 
 

 
Lenny Siegel 
Executive Director 
Center for Public Environmental Oversight 
 

 
Arlene Blum, PhD 
Executive Director 
Green Science Policy Institute 
 

 
Asha Sharma 
Organizing Co-Director 

 
Margaret Reeves 
Senior Scientist 
Pesticide Action Network 
 

 
Jenn Engstrom 
State Director 
California Public Interest Research Group 
(CALPIRG) 
 

 
Pauline Seals 
Organizer 
Santa Cruz Climate Action 

 

 
Suzanne Hume 
Educational Director & Founder 
CleanEarth4Kids 
 
 

 
Laura Deehan 
State Director 
Environment California 

 
Julie Wedge 
California Director 
ReThink Disposable 
 

 
Janet Cox 
CEO 
Climate Action California 
 
 
 
Gabriela Facio 
Policy Strategist 
Sierra Club California 
 

 
Katie McCammon 
Program Director 
Will Brieger 
Chair, Legislation & Policy Team 
350 Sacramento 
 

 
Doug Kobold 
Executive Director 
California Product Stewardship Council 



 
Michael Claiborne 
Managing Attorney 
Leadership Counsel for Justice and 
Accountability 
 

 
Dana Colihan 
Co-Facilitator 
National PFAS Contamination Coalition 
 

 
Cathy  Wusterbarth 
Co-Lead 
Need Our Water 
 

 
Nick Lapis 
Director of Advocacy 
Californians Against Waste 
 
 
 
David Diaz 
Executive Director 
Active San Gabriel Valley 
 
Lida Chatzi 
Professor 
University of Southern California 
 

 
Mark Rossi 
Executive Director 
Clean Production Action 
 

 
Leslie Tamminen 
Director 
7th Generation Advisors 

 
Robert M. Gould, MD 
President 
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social 
Responsibility 
 

 
Thomas R. Fox 
Senior Legislative Counsel 
Center for Environmental Health 

 
Melissa Romero 
Deputy Legislative Director 
California Environmental Voters 
 
 
 
Catherine Dodd, PhD, RN 
Health Policy Director 
FACTS Families Advocating for Chemical 
and Toxics Safety 
 

 
Sherri Norris 
Executive Director 
California Indian Environmental Alliance 
 

 
Teresa McGrath 
Chief Research Officer 
Healthy Building Network 

 
Michael Rincon 
Research and Policy Manager 
Physicians for Social Responsibility-Los 
Angeles 
 
 
 



 
 
David Lewis 
Executive Director 
Executive Director 
Save the Bay 
 

 
Jane Sellen 
Co-Director 
Californians for Pesticide Reform 
 

 
Alicia Culver 
Executive Director 
Responsible Purchasing Network 
 

 
Sejal Choksi-Chugh 
Executive Director 
San Francisco Baykeeper 
 

 
Bill Magavern 
Policy Director 
Coalition for Clean Air 
 

 
Cheryl  Auger 
President 
Ban SUP (Single Use Plastic) 
 
 
 
Jill Buck 
CEO 
Go Green Initiative 
 
 
 
Katherine Pease, PhD 
Director of Science and Policy 
Heal the Bay 

 

Anita Ghazarian 
President 
Indivisible Alta Pasadena 
 

 
Daniel Chandler 
Steering Committee Member 
350 Humboldt 
 

 
Abraham Mendoza III 
Policy Manager 
Community Water Center 
 

 
Kathy Schaeffer 
Legislative Coordinator 
Climate Reality Project, San Fernando 
Valley 
 

 

 
Robert Bowcock 
Founder and Managing Director 
Integrated Resource Management, LLC 
 

 
Erin Brockovich 
Founder 
Erin Brockovich Foundation 
 

 
Sarah Woodbury 
Vice President of Policy and Advocacy 
Defend Our Health 



 
Max Aung, PhD, MPH 
Assistant Professor 
Aung Research Group (USC) 
 

 
Miriam Gordon 
Reuse Activator 
Story of Stuff Project 
 

 
Michael Lynes 
Director of Public Policy 
Audubon California 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Maimoona Block 
Executive Director 
Sea Hugger 
 

 
Barbara Sattler 
Leadership Council 
California Nurses for Environmental Health 
and Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

cc: Senator Nancy Skinner 


