Earthbound Farm, Naked Juice to use 100% recycled plastic - USATODAY.com

Cars = Auto Financing = Event Tickets = Jobs = Real Estate = Online Degrees * Business Opportunities * Shopping

Search How do | find it?

& Chico-Redding Mom Lost 52 Ibs
With 1 Rule!
' E | Cut Down 52 Ibs of Stomach Fat In A

Month By Obeying This 1 Old Rule Explore
L" ,J Now...

Page 1 of 3

Subscribe to paper

Chico-Redding Residents: Make
$63/Hr Part-Time!

$63/hr part-time jobs open. Requirements:
Just a computer. Explore Now...

£USA

Become a member of the USA

Home News Travel Money Sports Life Tech Weather TODAY community now!
m Login| Become a member
What's this?

Money Markets ~Economy Companies/Execs Personal Finance Taxes Media Cars Real Estate Small Business Jobs

GETA
QUOTE:

Earthbound Farm, Naked Juice to use 100%
recycled plastic

Updated 3d 23h ago | Comments

13 |Recommend 7 E-mail | Save | Print | Reprints & Permissions | m
By Bruce Horovitz, USA TODAY |’€D Misce it ‘

Other ways to share:

Landmark recycling moves will be separately
announced Thursday by Earthbound Farm
and PepsiCo's Naked Juice division that

Yahoo! Buzz

. . N Di
bring the food and beverage industry into the 199
thick of one of the marketing world's hot Newsvine
issues: eco-friendly packaging. Reddit
Earthbound Farm, the nation's largest grower Facebook
of organic produce, will unveil plans to use What's this?

only 100% post-consumer plastic — recycled
materials previously used by consumers — for all of its familiar
clamshell packages.

Naked Juice, the natural juice brand PepsiCo bought in 2007,
will unveil plans to do the same for its bottles. Industry lingo for
this environmentally friendly plastic is PCR PET — post-
consumer recycled polyethylene terephthalate.

Earthbound is the first national cut-salad company to make this
move. Naked Juice will be the first nationally distributed
beverage to make the bottle switch.

Earthbound Farm is becoming more eco-friendly with
recycled packaging materials.

"It's no small feat that we've come this far," says Mikel Durham,
Naked Juice's general manager.

FIND MORE STORIES IN: PepsiCo | ConAgra Foods | Naked Juice

A recent survey of 1,000 consumers worldwide by Ipsos Marketing found that environmental packaging by food
companies has emerged as the third most important purchasing factor for North American consumers — ranking
slightly below freshness of ingredients and additional health benefits.

Naked Juice's clear 32-ounce plastic bottles will be out July 13. All of its bottles, which also are recyclable, will be
converted in 2010. At that point, its bottles will save the equivalent of 57,000 barrels of oil per year, the company
estimates.

Earthbound's clamshells are now converted and are recyclable, though many recycling plants still don't accept
clamshells.

Other foodmakers, including ConAgra and Kraft, have been experimenting with greater use of post-consumer
plastics.

The actions announced Wednesday will signal to the rest of the industry that such environmental packaging is
doable in the real world. They also help expand the market for recycled materials; recycling waste is fruitless
without a market for reuse.

"These are major consumer brands using recycled content," says Anne Johnson, director of the Sustainable
Packaging Coalition, a non-profit that supports sustainability. "It's a big deal.”

But for Earthbound and Naked Juice, it's also about image. Earthbound has heard complaints about why its
organic food is in plastic that isn't part of a recycling loop, says Earthbound co-founder Myra Goodman.

"It's always felt like a compromise that we have to put our stuff in plastic,” she says. "People who choose organic
share collective environmental guilt."
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To report corrections and clarifications, contact Reader Editor Brent Jones. For publication consideration in the
newspaper, send comments to letters@usatoday.com. Include name, phone number, city and state for verification.
To view our corrections, go to corrections.usatoday.com.

Guidelines: You share in the USA TODAY community, so please keep your comments smart and civil. Don't attack other
readers personally, and keep your language decent. Use the "Report Abuse" button to make a difference. Read more.

You must be logged in to leave acomment. Log in | Register

l] Post this comment to Facebook?

Comments: (13) Showing: Newest first New: Most recommended!

fardadm (O friends, send message) wrote: 3d 18h ago

i have heard great stuff about the environmental credentials of PCR PET. this material also goes by
the trade name of valox iq. however, does anyone know if this process minimizes dangers with
phthalates? there is great consumer concerns around the dangers of phthalates (as with BPA-
bisphenol A). does anyone know if PCR PET has issues with phthalates leaking into the environment.

Recommend 1| Report Abuse

fox45 (31 friends, send message) wrote: 3d 18h ago

noskralc:

Very concise educational post on plastics and recycling. | appreciate it. Can a "contaminated" lot be
used for things such as plastic lumber?

Recommend | Report Abuse

fox45 (31 friends, send message) wrote: 3d 18h ago

Yes Devious.... | wish packaging was plant based... its not as smooth and silky as oil. We've been
trained on that silky feel.

Recommend | Report Abuse

noskralc (9 friends, send message) wrote: 3d 20h ago

(psst most companies ALREADY use 100% PCR as a matter of economics but are now touting it to
give warm fuzzies to enviro-types. Of course, you won't mind the increased cost for a clean
conscience, right?)

| work in the plastics industry - PET is very recyclable but can only "handle" so many runs through the
system before the plastic degrades enough to the point where its detrimental to its processability.
Usually bottle flake PET is recycled into other more permanent forms of consumer products like
socks, carpets, etc.

Also the issue with materials like PLA (corn plastic) is that they appear just like PET to the consumer,
but they cannot be recycled, period. They degrade far too much being processed a single time to be
reused. OF course this presents a problem for recyclers - if PLA makes its way into the recycle
stream along with PET, all that will do is pollute the PET and the whole lot will need to be disposed of.

organo-plastics are presenting their own unique challenges for implemenation.

Recommend 1| Report Abuse

fox45 (31 friends, send message) wrote: 3d 20h ago

Recycling processes bewilder me. I'd like to see how plastics are made and recycled. For Pepsico to
make this decision shows how a megacorp is willing to make a smaller footprint. Thank you USA
today for this story.

Recommend | Report Abuse

' ‘ DeviousFink (12 friends, send message) wrote: 3d 22h ago

| can't remember who the other organic salad packaging company is, but they use 100% corn plastics
for their packaging. | think I'd rather have my packages melt away in the rain rather than stick around

__amm..| forever and ever amen because | can't find a recycling center that'll take plastic items that aren't
bottles.

Recommend | Report Abuse

frieswiththat (21 friends, send message) wrote: 3d 23h ago

That's all fine and dandy... but if | have to pay more to get my broccoli slaw in a recycled container, I'l
live with the guilt.

Recommend | Report Abuse

arjmd2006 (6 friends, send message) wrote: 4d 1h ago
™ Now, for reals healthy produce.
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